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Symposium Outline “Grassroots Initiative
to Bring Asia and Japan Closer Together”

The symposium was contrived with the assumption that there is increasing inter-
actions and underpinnings between Asian countries and Jpanese regional commu-
nities through NGOs and local governments, which inevitably will set the stage for
a new level of Japan-Asia relations. The purpose of the symposium was (o find out
the current level of regional relationships between them, to identify actors in these
activities and ways to promote more viable regional networking between Japan and

other Asian countries.

The symposium was composed of two segments, one of which was a workshop
attended by Japanese activists involved in Asia-related exchanges, and invited NGO
leaders from Southeast Asia. The other segment was a public symposium which was

composed of lectures and a panel discussion.

In the workshop, as many as 36 participants were present, representing different
organizations and regions. There were three guests from Southeast Asia, namely the
Hon. Emesto Garilao, Secretary of the Department of Agrarian Reform, the
Philippines; Ms. Dolores Torres, Executive Director, Center for Agriculture and
Rural Development, the Philippines; and Mr.Riza Tjahjadi, Assistant Coordinator,
Pesticide Action Network Indonesia. Japanese participants represented private vol-
unteer organizations, local governments, foundations, and other organizations com-
ing from regions throughout Japan from Iwate Prefecture in the North to Kagoshima

Prefecture in the South.

During the workshop, participants shared information about their diversified activ-
ities in their respective regions. Through discussions, it has become clear that there

is a remarkable surge of interest in Asian regions throughout communities in Japan,



especially in the western part. This reflects, in part, the sudden increase in the number
of Asian people living in Japan as either students or laborers. In response to this

rising foreign population. Japanese citizens have become more interested in Asia, and

private international organizations have begun to provide Asia-oriented programs,
such as study tours (o Southeast Asia for citizens, scholarship programs for children
in that region, etc. At the same time, local governments are promoting international
exchange activities focusing on Asian neighbors as a way to highlight their own

historical and to create new opportunities.

One of the noteworthy possible connections between Japanese regional communities
and Asian countries is exchange through agriculture. As a majority of the Asian
population are farmers, agriculture is a common thread which will connect Japan

and Asia. In Southeast Asia, there is a rising awareness of the risks in applying

chemical fertilizers and pesticides, which may endanger sustainable maintenance of
farmlands as well as farmers health. Similarly in Japan, organic farming has become
popular as an environmental concern, and health consciousness is on the increase.
Education for farmers of the next generation is another common challenge. The
possibility of mutual cooperation for such purposes was discussed. In an interesting
ongoing example, a joint effort to plan to build a new training facility for Southeast
Asian farmers between the local government and an NGO in Kagoshima, was

presented by a participant from Kagoshima Prefectural Government.

Participants also discussed the viability of Japanese grassroots organizations, as well
as newly created international exchange associations by local governments. Com-
ments pertaining to lack of funds, and human resources to maintain programs for
private organizations surfaced. At the same time, the need for support by local
governments was also discussed, although some raised concern over the local govern-

ments’ efforts in regard to its bureaucratic and paternalistic nature.

During the public seminar, Mr. Nobuhiko Shima discussed the relationship between
Japan and other Asian countries emphasizing the gap between the massive presence
of Japanese industry and lack of mutual communication among people. He also
stressed the importance of grassroots relationships between Japan and Asia. The

Hon. Garilao discussed the role of NGOs in society and expressed his hope to




establish more cooperative networks with Japanese NGOs and regional communities.
In the panel discussion, panelists discussed the current status of Japanese NGOs and
why regional communities have become interested in Asia.

It has become evident that grassroots organizations are increasingly taking an impor-

tant role in leading a new relationship between Japan and other Asian countries.
Historical and cultural similarities were discussed, and common challenges were also.

identified to explore new channels for mutual cooperation. In conclusion, there are

ample opportunities for the expansion of grassroots linkages. It is agreed that
regional relationships need to be promoted as a basis for sustaining relationships

between Japan and other Asian regions.
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Grassroots Initiative to Bring Asia and Japan Closer Together

Attendees from Overseas:

Ernesto D. Garilao

Riza V. Tjahjadi

Dolores M. Torres

Japan Attendees:

Bui Chi Trung

Annette Clear

Shun-ichi Furukawa

Yoriko Hara

Kazuhiro Hashiguchi

Masatoshi Hirano

Ryutaro Hirata

Jerry Inman

Shinsaku Izumigawa

Kazuyuki Kinbana

Workshop

July 10-11, 1993
at Asia Center ODAWARA

Participants List

Secretary
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR)
Republic of the Philippines

Assistant Coordinator

Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Indonesia

Executive Director
Center for Agriculture and Rural Development (CARD)
Republic of the Philippines

Director

Toyota International Assciation

Senior Program Officer

The Asia Foundation

Director General, Training Department

Japan International Academy of Municipalities (JIAM)
Executive Member

We Love Asia 21

Section Chief

International Affairs Division

Kagoshima Prefectural Government

Director

Kakegawa International Friendship Association
General Secretary

Asuka International Foundation

Representative o Japan

The Asia Foundation

Director, Planning Division

Misumi Town Office

Assistant Director, Economic Cooperation Department
Japan Federation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren)




Takeo Koga

Hiroji Koide

Isa0 Kojima

Yusuke Kubo

Seiichi Mitani

Yoshiko Nagato

Tomoko Otsuka

Akiro Ozuka

Nobuhito Seto

Yori Sugawara

Masamichi Sugihara

Yaeko Suzuki

Koshiro Takada

Masami Takahashi

Keiko Watanabe

Yoshihiko Yamaguchi

Tomoe Yokohagi

Chairman

Terra People Association (TPA)

Chairman

Nagano International Friendship Club

President

Odawara International Association

Lecturer

Asian Rural Tnstitute (ARI)

Executive Director

The Mitsubishi Bank Foundation

Chairman

Inter-cultural Community Life Association (ICCLA)
Coordinator of International Cooperation and Exchange
Yokohama Womens Association for Communication
and Net-working

Vice Chairman

The International Youth Exchange Organization of
Shimane Prefecture (SETYUKAI)

Chief of International Exchange

Office of Cultural Activities & International Exchange
Odawara City Hall

Chairman

Hanamaki Homestay Association

Director, Second Project Operation Division

The Japan Foundation Center for Global Partnership
(CGP)

Chairman

We Love Asia 21

Program Officer

Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF)

Representative

Fuji Hakone Guest House

Representative, Tokyo Secretariat Office
International Youth Foundation (IYF)

President

Shonai International Exchange Association

Director

Hand in Hand Hiroshima



Sponsoring Organizations:

Asia Center ODAWARA

Masahide Shi ive ( Director, MRA House)
Keisuke Nakayama Director

Kiyoshi Kehara Deputy Director

Miyuki Ohno Office Manager, Language Institute of Japan (LIOJ)

Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE)

Tadashi Yamamoto President

Hideko Katsumata Executive Secretary

Toshihiro Menju Program Officer

Noriko Ogawa Acting Executive Secretary, The Asian Community Trust
(ACT)

Ken Curtis Program Assistant

Rumi Fukuda Program Assistant



Grassroots Initiative to Bring Asia and Japan Closer Together
Workshop and Symposium Schedule

7/10 Saturday
14:00 16:00 Workshop Session T [Hakone Room 1F)]

16:00—16: Coffee Break
16:15—1 Workshop Session 11 [Hakone Room 1F]
19:00—19:30 Cocktails [Alucantara 1F]
19:30—20:30 Buffet Dinner [Akebono 1F]
20:30 Social Hour (optional) [Castle View 5F]
7/11 Sunday
7:30— 8:30 Breakfast
9:00-10:30 Workshop Session [l [Hakone Room 1F]
10:30—10:45 Coffee Break
10:45—12:00 Workshop Session IV [Hakone Room 1F]
12:00—13:00 Lunch [Main Dinning Room BI]
Symposium

14:00 Introduction and Greetings

Masahide Shibusawa, Representative

Asia Center ODAWARA

Yoshiaki Ozawa, Mayor

Odawara City
14:20~15:20 Keynote Speeches

Ernesto D. Garilao, Secretary
Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), Republic of the Philippines

Nobuhiko Shima, International Journalist



15:20—17:00 Panel Discussion

Moderator

Tadashi Yamamoto, President

Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE)
Panelists

Ernesto D. Garilao, Secretary

Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), Republic of the

Philippines

Riza V. Tjahjadi, Assistant Coordinator

Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Indonesia

Dolores M. Torres, Executive Director

Center for Agriculture and Rural Development (CARD)

Republic of the Philippines

Nobuhiko Shima, International Journalist

Michio Ito, Managing Director
Japanese NGO Center for International Cooperation (JANIC)
Takeo Koga, Chairman

Terra People Association (TFA)
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